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Dr. Ana María Tekina-eirú Maynard is a proud blood descendant of 
the Tainos of Borikén (Puerto Rico). Her family line dates back 6000 
years to the Arcaicos (Ancient Ones), the Island's earliest inhabitants.  

Dr. Maynard is the Visionary and Founding Executive and 
Artistic Director of the Puerto Rican Cultural Center and Puerto Rican 
Folkloric Dance company. Founded in 1997 (501C3), it is the only 
center in Texas and the Southwest affiliated with the Institute of 
Puerto Rican Culture for authentic, high-quality cultural 
programming. Since 2001, achievement and quality has been 
validated by repeat support by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
including an NEA Chairman's Award (2007), the Texas Commission 
on the Arts, the City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Division, 

Humanities Texas the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities (since 2011), and 
Bloomberg Philanthropies (2018-2022). 

Tekina-eirú is an expert resource for Puerto Rico's cultural heritage -- a historical and cultural 
researcher, playwright, choreographer, songwriter, teacher and multi-disciplinary performer of Puerto 
Rico's traditional music and dance. Since 1998 she has been trained by Island Elders in oral history, 
ancestral and living traditions based in native Taino, Spanish, and West African roots. She is grateful for 
the research and mentorship, spanning decade(s), of generous Puerto Rican masters with whom she has 
co-directed and shared the stage including:  Modesto Cepeda, Joaquin Nieves Caldero (Guateque Ballet 
Folklorico), Tata Cepeda, Raul de la Paz, Tito Matos, Raul Ayala (Los Hermanos Ayala), Nelie Lebron 
Robles (Paracumbé), Irvin Santiago, Orlando Laureano, to name just a few.   

A proud lefty, Tekina-eirú plays a variety of instruments including folkloric and indigenous 
percussion, strings,  and Taino flutes. She has written near 30 original compositions including Taino 
Areytos for ceremony on earth clay and bone flutes to Mayohuacan drums, Afro-Boricua music (Bomba 
and Plena), and Jibaro (mountain) aguinaldos on guitar fused with Taino language. A subtle activist, since 
2004, she has written 20 original plays based in oral and documented history, in English, Spanish and 
Taino. Featuring original music and dance, they reveal relatively unknown history, preserve the memories 
of elders, and honor unsung heroes. 

Dr. Maynard is a Master Certified Spiritual Life & DreamWork Coach (trained through 
International Coach Federation) and is a Pastoral Care Specialist (in training) focused on mental health by 
the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education. Tekina-eirú is the Spiritual Leader of – Yara Taíno & 
Guaytiao – the center’s indigenous community who celebrate living traditions and share how they live in 
relationship with Nature. She is a consecrated Naguety (Elder) and a Tekina – a teacher of Taino traditions 
and writer of ceremonial music and dance. Tekina-eirú is a Texas Master Naturalist. She enjoys sharing 
Nature's timeless wisdom through her published book, keynote talks, and interactive workshops based in 
Taino spirituality – When Nature Sings: A Taino Journey – developed with awards at the City, State, 
Region, and National levels. Dr. Maynard was named the Austin YWCA Woman of the Year for Arts 
(2005), and was recognized with Areito Award for Dance and Theatre by the Taino community (2009). 

Dr. Maynard is an innovator (11 patents) holding a doctorate in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering from Carnegie Mellon. Her combined expertise is unique in Texas and the Southwest. 


